
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTION

WEST VIRGINIA

Candidates for Governor
Joe Manchin (D)
Russ Weeks (R)

A former state senator, Russ Weeks, is challenging incumbent Governor Joe Manchin in a race where
education reform is nearly absent.  Weeks believes that we should do more to keep teachers until
retirement and that we must return control of schools to superintendents.  Manchin's only “big” issue
seems to be year round schools.  Manchin is also on the receiving end of attacks by Weeks, who has
accused him of putting relatives on the university payroll and boards.  In this last of ten states without a
shred of reform, whether it's standards or charters, voters would be well advised to put their faith for
school improvement in some new legislator to bring the issue alive.
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