
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

WASHINGTON

Candidates for Governor
Christine Gregoire (D)
Dino Rossi (R)

Incumbent Christine Gregoire continues to back the standard establishment line in this match up of her
'04 race against pro-reformer, State Senator Dino Rossi.  After initially being declared the winner, Rossi
lost by only a slim margin in the contested '04 election, which is remembered as one of the closest races
for a governor's seat in U.S. history.  This state has the unique reputation of being the only one that
passed a charter bill, only to see it withdrawn by referendum after the union soaked $2 million into an
anti-charter campaign. But the issue of standards, not charters, is on the table this time, and a Rossi
governorship might mean a second chance for the reformers who have not quite yet given up the ship.

Candidates for State Education Chief
(Note: Superintendent is a non-partisan position)
Terry Bergeson
Randy Dorn

Incumbent Terry Bergeson has not been a reform leader in the state, but thanks in part to NCLB and
Washington's assessments, student achievement has made some gains on her watch.  Despite her former gig
as president of the Washington Education Association (WEA), in the race for her fourth term she is
opposed by Randy Dorn, who proudly captured the union's endorsement this year.  Dorn, the director of
the state's public employees union and a former legislator who chaired the House Education Committee
when Washington's standards and assessments were signed into law in 1993, has made it clear that he
opposes the assessments and thinks Washington should adopt an easier test.  Depending on the outcome
in the Governor's race, reformers might bet on Bergeson to be more nimble on the issues. 
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