
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTION

VERMONT

Candidates for Governor
Jim Douglas (R)
Gaye Symington (D)

Fiercely independent Vermont is one of the final ten states without a charter school law and it is apparent
that without leadership from the top the dreams of many local educators and parents to have more
options never will be realized.  Instead, there are challenges over NCLB and battles over school spending,
particularly by Democratic challenger Gaye Symington, a state representative who seeks to unseat
incumbent Jim Douglas.  Back in '04 we predicted Douglas would be more likely to reform education in
the state but we've been disappointed that this otherwise savvy businessman seems to have let all the other
issues take precedence over schools.  It's a toss up for reformers, folks.
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