
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

NORTH DAKOTA

Candidates for Governor
John Hoeven (R)
Tim Mathern (D)

Heading for what appears to be an easy third term, Governor John Hoeven has presided over changes to
teacher pay and revised state aid formulas to schools, despite concerns by fellow Republicans about the
state gaining too much control.  While legislators in the Sioux State voice interest in charter schools from
time to time, Hoeven has never seen his way clear to mention the idea.  

Challenger Tim Mathern is a state senator who seems to be focused on teacher pay and spending issues in
education.  This is not likely to do anything more than garner teacher support across the state, which is
perhaps his only edge in an uphill battle to win the Governor's mansion.

Candidates for State Education Chief
(Note: Superintendent is a non-partisan position)
Wayne Sanstead
Max Laird

This race in North Dakota, when coupled with the Governor's race, is likely to have little effect on this
state. Wayne Sanstead is the most tenured of all state superintendents in the nation, having held his seat for
twenty-four years.  He's considered a dedicated civil servant, but in all his years in this position has yet to
distinguish himself with a particular issue in education that could address pockets of failure throughout
the state. He's accepting of NCLB but would prefer to have more control over how it is implemented.

Max Laird is not much of an option, and is probably a bit more status quo than Sanstead.  As a former
union leader in the state, he is opposed to charters, anti-NCLB and believes money is the answer.
Reformers might consider running their own candidate in 2012!
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