
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

NORTH CAROLINA

Candidates for Governor
Beverly Perdue (D)
Pat McCrory (R)

Leaders in the Tar Heel State once were boiling over with support for education reform, but in the last few
years the molten lava has cooled and the state now maintains a restrictive cap on the number of charter
schools.  Other choices are not even on the table, and it appears that leaders have put all their eggs in one
basket - the state's accountability system.  While a model, it still isn't solving the problem for all children.
That's why reformers are excited about one candidate for Governor, Charlotte Mayor Pat McCrory, who
supports vouchers for at-risk children and a lifting of the charter cap - two agenda items his teachers
union-backed opponent, Lt. Governor Beverly Perdue, has heavily criticized.

Candidates for State Education Chief
June Atkinson (D) 
Richard Morgan (R)

Charters are a very big deal in this race, with Democrat June Atkinson taking a pretty common state union
stand against lifting the cap and Republican Richard Morgan advocating to expand charter school
numbers.

They match up in credentials, and this could be a competitive race if Morgan plays his cards right.
Atkinson is the incumbent and the status quo is a comfortable place for many who are not aware of the
issues.  Morgan is the former Speaker of the North Carolina House of Representatives and over his
sixteen-year history there has served on a number of committees that directly affect education policies.  He
has been supportive of expanded choices and more accountability in schools.
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