2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

MONTANA

Candidates for Governor
Brian Schweitzer (D)
Roy Brown (R)

Governor Brian Schweitzer, a rancher, boasts about spending more money - an increase of 12 percent - but
it's that spending that has caused many small districts to turn to consolidating schools despite wanting to
remain small and local. No talk of reform has gone very far when raised in Helena, the state capital, but
challenger Roy Brown supported reviewing the potential for charters while in the legislature. Brown, a
businessman, also believes money is not the solution and opposes the consolidation of rural schools. As
Montana resident and national education reformer Peter Stewart of K12, Inc. said, "In the papers and in
discussions, this political season is focused on energy (we have coal, gas, and plenty of wind), the economy,
and wolves. I'm not hearing much about the need for school choice."

Candidates for State Education Chief
Denise Juneau (D)
Elaine Sollie Herman (R)

Another open race for a seat held for eight years by one individual sees a fairly common competition
between status quo and reformer. Denise Juneau is currently a senior official in the Department of
Education, who believes there is merit to NCLB but would prefer accountability be left to states. She's a
lifelong member of the state education association, and her campaign literature does not suggest any major

new initiatives except promising more funding to fix Montana's schools.

Her opponent Elaine Herman appears less likely to embrace the status quo, but potentially a little
confused about the issues. She calls for “more” public charter schools, which reformers embrace but
Montana is one of ten states without a charter law. She recognizes money is not the answer, believes the
problem with NCLB is in how the state is implementing it and is supportive of school choice, but she may

have an uphill battle without more substantive ideas on the table.
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