2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTION

MISSOURI

Candidates for Governor
Kenny Hulshof (R)
Jay Nixon (D)

Early on in this race to replace pro-reform Governor Matt Blunt, it was not clear if either candidate would
break free from the rhetoric of college affordability or more money for teachers and stake a claim in the
debate over true school reform. Yet in recent weeks we've seen this race for the governor's mansion heat up
with education at the fore. The Republican candidate for this open seat, Congressman Kenny Hulshof,
has showed interest in NCLB and school choice issues and recently called for the creation of more charter

schools and a tax credit program to help low-income families afford tutoring or private school tuition.

Attorney General Jay Nixon has been very critical of his opponent's support for charters and school
choice. It is not surprising that Nixon has been praised by the unions and vowed, if elected, to veto any
legislation that came across his desk that would expand educational options. Nixon's take from the unions

makes us skeptical he'll be anything but status quo.
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