
2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTIONS

INDIANA

Candidates for Governor
Mitch Daniels (R)
Jill Long Thompson (D)

Incumbent Governor Mitch Daniels remains popular, but when it comes to education reform, setbacks
occurred on his watch.  Observers say those setbacks are owed to a heavily pro-union House, and a Senate
that has lost some of its chutzpah for passing great laws.  A showdown with Congresswoman Jill Long
Thompson awaits Daniels, however, as the unions who got their say with anti-charter legislation are filling
Thompson's war chest.  Her running mate is state Representative Dennie Oxley, a former high school
math teacher who voted to prohibit virtual charter schools in Indiana after they had been started. 

Candidates for State Education Chief
Tony Bennett (R) 
Richard Wood (D)

This is a critical race in the Hoosier State, because it's the first time in sixteen years that the incumbent
Suellen Reed is not running.  Reed's hold on this position has been a problem for reformers, as her
department has not led the state towards new opportunities but rather followed sluggishly behind
legislative intent.  A reformer in this position could support a bolder second term on education for
Governor Daniels, who is likely to win.

Daniels supports Tony Bennett, the superintendent of Clark County school district and former educator,
who supports expanded choices for children, hard-nosed accountability through such tools as NCLB, and
pushing more power to communities and away from the state education department.  He appears to share
Daniels' belief that the department should be more of a resource, and not a regulator.  Bennett is also
married to a current public school principal.

Richard Wood, on the other hand, would follow lock step in Reed's footsteps.  He is supported by the
union and thus sees no reason to make changes to collective bargaining agreements that would increase
flexibility for teachers.  When he met with charter leaders, he was cautious about charter growth, calling
charters “alternatives,” and warning their leaders to “avoid” virtual charters, an odd statement giving the
growth of online learning in all education sectors.  As local education advocate Kevin Teasley, president of
the GEO Foundation said, “The next State Superintendent can be one who simply … watches the state
limp along with minimal annual improvements or he can step on the gas pedal and push through much-
needed reforms that empower parents and lead to dramatic improvements in school and student
performance.”
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