2008 STATE EXECUTIVE ELECTION

DELAWARE

Candidates for Governor
Jack Markell (D)
Bill Lee (R)

Treasurer Jack Markell and Superior Court Judge Bill Lee (who also ran in the two previous races) have
traded harsh words about their positions, and seem to be far apart on education. Masking his opposition
to hard-nosed accountability and charter schools, Markell proposes a new testing system that is softer on
outcomes, and suggests the state evaluate spending and outcomes on public school choice and charter
programs, whose soundness his literature calls into question. This is not surprising given his support from
the state teachers union, which opposes charters. (The group paid a public relations firm to tell them how
to oppose charters without looking like they did). Markell supported the current governor's rejection of
charter bond financing, while Lee was critical of her actions. Lee would support the expansion of

charters, school accountability and restoring community-based schools.
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